TO  THE 


BHRNHRD  GflSTLE  URBAN  BISTRIGT  GOUNGIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1896. 


Gentlemen, 


I. 


It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  able  to  announce  the  death-rate  for  the  year  1896, 

, in  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District,  to  be  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  number  of  deaths  amounting  to  76,  gives  as  nearly  as  possible,  a death-rate  of  17'5 
per  1,000  of  population,  as  per  census  1891  ; but  as  8 of  this  number  were  of  persons  from 
outside  the  district,  the  death-rate  is  reduced  to  68  or  15'66  per  1,000. 


Infantile  mortality  on  the  whole  shows  a decrease,  being  15  for  the  year,  but  of  these  12 
were  of  children  under  1 year  of  age,  this  being  3 more  than  the  preceding  year. 


The  causation  of  deaths  among  the  children  was  as  follows  : — 


Measles 
Diarrhoea 
Bronchitis 
Inj  uries 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Other  Diseases 

Total 


1 

2 

1 

I 

1 

9 

15 


It  is  a significant  fact  that  no  less  than  10  out  of  the  15  deaths  occurred  in  District  No, 
3,  which  comprises  what  one  may  name  the  “ slums  ” of  Barnard  Castle.  This  calls  for  more 
than  a mere  passing  remark,  for  it  is  just  in  such  places  as  these  where  one  may  expect  to  meet 
with  that  deplorable  ignorance,  as  to  the  rearing  of  infants,  which  is  so  common  among  the 
poorer  classes,  and  to  which  I drew  attention  in  my  last  annual  report. 

Among  people  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards,  there  occurred  26  deaths.  The  oldest 
persons  being  a male  and  female  each  84  years  ot  age. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  39  were  males  and  37  were  females. 

Zymotic  or  infectious  diseases  caused  two  deaths  only,  due  respectively  to  measles  and 
whooping  cough. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  caused  21  deaths,  being  exactly  the  same  number  as 
last  year.  Of  this  number,  10  were  due  to  Phthisis,  this  being  6 more  than  in  1895, 

Diarrhoea  caused  two  deaths. 

H eart  disease  caused  the  deaths  of  5 persons,  only  half  as  many  as  last  year. 

The  deaths  of  one  child  and  one  adult  were  caused  by  injuries. 

Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  116.  * 


» 


A X 


.*1 


1 


. 


\ 


'•r> 


r 


'r 

■;  v,«. ■♦-••  • ' 


>o.  i-.-  '- 


f \ 


?•  - 


> 


>-  c 


I 


i 


N* 


>1  - 


- ' I ■ * ' 


N 


< ■'. 


» .„  j 


■ »% 


• I 


A 


X 


■“  . j 


} 


- 


II 


The  general  sick  rate  for  the  year  has  been  about  the  average. 


The  infectious  diseases  notified  were  as  follows ; — 

Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Enteric  Fever 

Total 


11 

8 

2 

21 


There  was  a considerable  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and 
later  on,  an  outbreak  of  measles  occurred,  which  assumed  such  considerable  proportions,  that  it 
became  necessary  to  close  the  Infant  School.  This  seemed  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disorder  to 
a certain  extent.  But  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  measles  is  immensely 
increased  by  the  carelessness  of  ignorant  parents,  who  allow  children  affected  wnth  this  disease  to 
mix  freely  with  other  children  — even  sending  affected  members  of  their  family  to  school.  As 
this  class  of  person  seldom  considers  it  necessary  to  send  for  medical  aid  unless  one  of  the 
numerous  serious  sequels  of  this  disorder  manifests  itself,  it  is  difficult  to  check  its  spread  in  any 
way  and  so  it  runs  its  course  throui^h  the  town,  claiming  a victim  here  and  there  from  the 
bronchitis  or  pneumonia  produced  by  careless  exposure.  I would  suggest  as  a remedy  for  this 
serious  state  of  affairs  that  the case  only  occurring  in  any  family  should  be  notifiable: 
this  would  entail  a visit  of  inspection,  and  so  give  some  check  to  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

With  regard  to  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  fever — one  was  that  of  a militiaman  who  was 
treated  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Regiment  in  Queen  Street.  The  other  occurred  in  the  Market 
Place,  and  was  imported  from  Bishop  Auckland. 

The  eight  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  scattered  all  over  the  place. 

The  eleven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  amounting  to  a small  epidemic,  occurred  mostly  in 
June  and  July,  though  the  first  case  vvas  reported  m January,  and  the  last  in  December, 

Small-pox  has  not  occurred  in  the  town,  I am  happy  to  say,  though  should  a case  be 
imported  in  any  way,  the  growing  neglect  of  Vaccination  would  make  it  a serious  matter  for  the 
district.  The  late  epidemic  in  Grloucester  should  be  a sufficient  warning  to  all  men. 


HI. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  town  continues  to  improve.  New  drains  have  been  laid 
down  in  Bridgegate,  including  the  yards  and  courts  opening  into  the  street. 

The  water  supply  is  now  abundant  and  good,  the  reservoir,  at  Street  Head,  having  been 
emptied  and  cleaned,  and  sundry  repairs  to  the  outfall  accomplished,  in  which  matter  we  are 
much  indebted  to  our  Surveyor, 

The  new  sewage  works  are  now  completed,  and  in  working  order.  The  results  appear  to 
be  very  satisfactory,  and  the  farm  thereto  belonging  promises  to  be  a source  of  revenue. 

I should  like  to  recommend  that  all  plans  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  new  buildings 
be  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer,  and  that  the  supervision  of  same  be  entrusted  to  the 
Medical  Officer  and  Surveyor. 

The  usual  supervision  of  common  lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses,  etc.,  has  taken  place. 

There  has  been  no  action  called  for  with  reference  to  offensive  trades,  factories,  and 
workshops. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B., 

Medical  OfiBcer  of  Health. 
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TO  THE 


Barnard  castla  Rural  District  council. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1896. 


Gentlemen. 

I. 

Within  my  portion  of  the  Barnard  Castle  Kiiral  District  there  occurred,  during  the 
year  1896,  9 deaths,  giving  a rate  of  8’95  per  1,000  of  population,  as  per  census  1891. 
This  number  shows  a considerable  decrease  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Of  this  number  only  one  death  occurred  of  a child  under  5 years  of  age.  Six  deaths 
were  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Infectious  disease  of  any  kind.  Pulmonary  Complaints,  or 
Heart  Disease. 

Twenty-three  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  being  an  exactly  similar  number 
to  that  in  1895. 

II. 

The  General  Sick-Eate  for  the  District  has  been  low. 

The  Infectious  Cases  notified  to  me  were  : — 

Scarlet  fever  6 
Typhoid  2 

Erysipelas  1 

9 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Langleydale  District  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  necessitating  the  closing  of  the  Schools  for  a period  of  eight  weeks. 

The  two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  at  the  Harmire  Farm  ; this  could  only  be 
attributed  to  the  use  of  a well,  the  water  from  which,  on  examination,  was  found  to  be 
highly  polluted  by  sewage. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  has  been  supervised  as  usual.  The  privies  at 
the  Langleydale  Schools  were  defective,  and  alterations  are  required  to  put  the  place  in 
proper  sanitary  repair. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B., 

Medical  OfBcer  of  Health. 


W.  R.  Atkinson,  Printer,  Barnard  Castle. 
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